i 5 lley
:r'il_f_:l'-,'l te Se Dil 2
Clover Lick, WeVao

Pocehonties County

Chepter 5

h the
Every pioneer family gathered enough herbs LRIOLE

ese were
summer snd fell months to 1sst theoughout the year. Th

to meke
hung to the rafters of the kitchen to dry, then were used

rue

teas to, use for illness., Some of these herbs such &8 S8&ge€,

¢
. as
and thyme were raised in their herb gardens. Many othere such

cetnip, horehound, fennel, privey, slippery elm and many others
grew in profusion ih most cections of the county, and all the pio-
neer women had to do was to gather &nd dry them. The very first
doctors were these herb doctors, though most familys depended

upon the mother knowing hqﬁ to diagnose the case and to know which

tea to give.for that particular ailment. In almost every neighbor

hood there wes at least ome woman whota tittle more 8killed rn;%

"

the knowledge of caring for the sick, aiding in child birth and
in accident, who was caslled in if the family felt that they
needed help, and no pioneer woman ever turned a neighbor dowvn if
she was able to help. There were on such things as steralized
bandaging in those days, but every piece of worn, goft, white

cldth was carefully laundered sa1d put evay in a trunk or box
L

to be used for the dreesing of wounds, Even after there were a

Tew country doctors, there were mo telephones until 1898 ang th
R

mly wes S o
nly wey a doctor comlg be gotten Wag tor sgome one to rige ioran

back for many miles to the

doctor's residence,
would have to mount his hors

then the doctor




r ¥ edge
! ve som racticel knowl
Hecessary for every femily to have some pra

. = urse or
of the ocare of the sick, for it would sometimes be meny ho

- thetlce
even days before a doctor could be gotten. lihere is & p&

; 1€ eXp-
tradition that while John iicNeel, the pioneer, wae on the

y — rd {1 d be-'
23itddn to Point Pleasant in 1764, a child was born &nd die

fore his return. The mother with her own hands prepaered the coffin
the grave, snd buried ét, thus performing the first burial
rites ever performed in the McNeel graveyard.

fioneer childran were taught very;- young to nst only
help with the chores » but to meet with emefgancys thaet srose.
On one occasion when the older members of the family of William

UcCollam of Stony Creek, were &t church the house caught on

Tire and was consumed with most of its contents. At the time of

the burning, John, the eldest son, was sbout eight years old;
Lawrence was gbout two. In the confusion the baby boy seems to
have been foréﬁtten, and when John asked vwhere the baby was he
was told by 6£§ of the littlé?%irls that he was in the credle
&sleep. John éressed his wey through the Ssmoke and heat ot +he
risk of his life, and brought his brother out alive, but in doing
SO0 both were so bedly burned as to have scars upon their persons
8s long as they liveg. William McCollem toiled on however; re-
built his home, opered up more land, and in the meanwhile eleven
children had gathered around his table, At the time when his care
and presence seemed most needed, it seemed g800d to the Gog he i1 -
loved to call him avay from g responsibility go important, The

SHUSETr Sefeon hed Just openics ol morning wes such as tgo indicate

& heavy run, and much Wood was nedded to keep the kettles boiling
fest enough. On the 4th of

llarch, 1818, he hag morning Prayer,
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s hymn of praise to Him who watches the sparrow vhen it fel

BRILE
A large red oask tree

rorth cheerfully to his work.
fell

and went

culited to his purpose was gelected, which soon bowed &nd
but somehow & 1limb from another

beneath his etalwart strokes,
rce that he ne-

smote him with guch furious fo

tree in its rebound
Though &1l thie wes

ver seemed to be conscious of what heppened.
: avel
sudden, phere was no misgiving about the certainty of his h

from his honest toile and effort to meet his

ing found rest
e people of Bod. He had

duties, the rest that remains for th
learned from his Scotch gncestry to sing:
"Mhe sword, the pestilence, OT fire,
Shell but fulfill their best desire,
From sin and sorrow set them free,

And bring thy children,Lord to thee."

John Wanless married Elizabeth Bridger. She was noted for
her skill in nﬁrsing the sick, snd her services were in demand
far and near. Sick people had so much: confidence in her that
they seemed to think there was no danger of dying if Mrs.

Wanless could be had in time.

From---- History of Pocehontas--Price

Clothes f :
or bandaging vas Steralized,after the coming of

the ¢ : : L
cook stove, by placing it in the oven for a few min :
vl utes,

Their food was &
100d vas also seasoned with herbe such ag
3 EBge ,red

peppers and others raised at home.
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Chapter 5 - Section 2

i i 1 nbroken
The pioneers who made their way into this u

i life
wilderness to build homes were denied the comforts of

i j i 1l had
which the present zeneration enjoy. To survive, &l

to work. The logs in the pioneer homes were put in place
with such precision that in some instances the work appeared
to be done by machinery. There still remain in the County
Some of these old buildings with the logs lying in the same
perfect shape in which they were placed more than one hun-
dred years ag0. liany of these houses heve since been

weatherboarded ang ceiled inside ang With the original

chimnéys and stone Tireplaces bpreserved, they meke a most

comfaortable home, _

~* Between the logs of the houses, there were one or;a
more port noles cut So that the Pioneer could defend them-
selves from the Savages with g rifle, The clap-boards
used for the roof Were about four feet long ang care was
always used to put them on the building in the light of
tle moon as the understanding was
that irf they were pPlaced on the building ip the dark of the

moon, they would cup up at the end, whereas, if placeg on

» they woulg lie rlat,
The smaller ctracks in the i'loo

T88s and therg Were alwgy

Were used ip Cover the 1
used




; % v would
'sually one of these puncheons in the rloor
- be th egetables
not ba fastened down and underneath would be the VEeg

2 A - }
Mr., ~dkison told me of &an ineident which

nd the syrup.
He, with some other

ened when he was a small boy.
old

- bin of &n
went in the spring of the year to the ca 1
The door

L o _"}'L‘ y
lady who lived in the mountains to get apples.
After a consultation

wes open but noone was to be found.

>

i i ided to
at the door about the disappointment, it was decide

move on. About that time one of the boys observed this

loose puncheon slowly rising from the floor and presently

the head of the old lady appeared above the floor with

tangled hair and a ncne too clean face. She crawled out

and asked the boys what they would have. When they told

her it was apples, she went back down and began to toss

them out. The boys gathered around this opening to the

ground and discovered that in addition to this place being

a cold storage for the_;pples, directly beneath this pun-
cheon was also the sleeping guarters of this poor old un-
fortunate lady.

The out buildings built, after the new home was
completed, were a cow shed, a spring house, and there was
always close by the ash hopper. The ash hopper was built
for the purpose of making lye with which to make SO&p. It
was also used to remove the outer covering ana the heart
from the corn to'be used for making hominy, It was built
with clap-boards, the bottom ends sitting close together
in & spout made from a small short log. The boards st

the top were supported by a frame large enough to give the

esh hopper its proper shape and size, 48 ashes were re-
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; : N c this hoppers.
moved from the fireplace, they were placed in th

(o]
In the spring of the year, water was poured in at the top

\ £
on the &ashes. In about twenty-four hours lye would Db

gin to slowly drip from the end of the spout. It was

=4 jould
then only a few days until "soap day" and enough soap W

be made to last until the next spring.

The cow and the horse shed was at first a rude af-

fair. It was made for the purpose of sheltering the cow

and horses from falling weather &nd not designed as & place

where they might take refuge from the cold.

The spring house was a valuable asset to the home
of the early settlers, and is still to be seen occasionally
in the country. They were alwaeys constructed over the
Spring where the supply of drinking water came from. Us-

ually a shallow excavation would ve made to get down to s ilos

i

#

solié earth and thea smooth shallow rocks would be carried =

in QEE placed as close together as possible. Of course
= e

in_:;me these rocks would become embedded in the earth
glving the spring house the appearance of having a rock
Toundation, and over these rocks the water would run from
the spring into the house., Placed here ana there on these
rocks would be the milk crocks, the butter Jar, the churn
in which cream was being accumulated rop the next churning,
and other things to be kept cool ang fresh, Mr. idkison
recalls the spring house of maunt Fannyn MeNeill, located
in the pioneer Seitlement on the waters of Swago Creek,
:s 8 perfect model fop 8 perfect Seitling, Her Bpriﬁg
e o s v e e

_ 100t of & hill, ang §§§¥9§§§i¢
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by shade trees, ‘ithin this house were the rocks placed
there many years before, the cold water running over them,
gnd the milk crocus, butier jar, churn and other containers
placed there to kecp cool, Everything was spotlessly
clean and it was a plessant place to step into on a swel-
tering day. One hundred years from now tue spring house
will have been forgotten but they contributed in no small
degree to the comfort of the early settlers.

The food of the pioneers was plain and plentiful
but limited in variety. The woods abounded with deer.
They were so plentiful that one could be killed at any
time., They were plentiful in Focahontas County until
the modern repeating rifle and shot gun first made their
appearance. There were many other kinds of wild game.
The strééms were full of fTish. With plenty of wild meat

accompanied by sweetened corn pone and such vegetables as'

potatoes, hanovers, and beans, they had plentye. Berries,

apples and peaches were dried in the sun, &s were many of

the vegetables raised.

fold to me by Mr. D.

C. aAdkison




